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LIVERY CLUB NEWS

Following two successful Livery Club events in
summer 2015 – a visit to Stone House in

Lewisham and a trip to the Hukvaldy Festival in
July – it was decided not to squeeze anything
more into the Company’s busy schedule that
year. The main two events planned for 2016,
during my second year as President, will be visits
to Portsmouth on Friday 13 & Saturday 14 May
and Cambridge on Saturday 25 June.

The Royal Marines treated those who attended
Beating Retreat at the Horseguards Parade in
June 2014 to a spectacular display. We will be
spending much of the first day of our May visit
with these fine musicians at their Portsmouth HQ.
Our overnight stay will be at the Queens, a
stately Edwardian Hotel overlooking Portsmouth
esplanade only a few minutes from the D-Day
Museum, which we will visit before dinner on
Friday. On Saturday we will explore the historic
dockyard attractions including HMS Victory, HMS
Alliance, the Museum of Naval Firepower, HMS
M.33, and – by special arrangement – we have a
tour followed by lunch aboard HMS Warrior.

In June, we will be the guests of King’s College
Cambridge and Liveryman Dr Stephen Cleobury,
Director of Music. Experts will be on hand to
reveal the wonders of this finest of Tudor
buildings, which has the largest fan-vault roof in
the world and an unrivalled collection of late-
medieval stained glass. Our base for the day will
be the capacious Saltmarsh Suite overlooking the
Chapel. John Saltmarsh was an unforgettable
eccentric, but brilliant, College Fellow whose
painstakingly detailed research on the
construction of the Chapel has only recently been
published. The College Archivist is preparing a
“Music at Kings” exhibition for us, and we are

invited to
the afternoon
choir rehearsal.
After tea in the
Provost’s Garden
we will attend
Choral Evensong
directed by Dr
Cleobury.

Many of you
will recall that
last year’s Bach
Cantata concert
unfortunately
had to be
cancelled as
Bishopsgate
Hall’s ceiling
collapsed a few
days before. This
year’s Cantata
event on Friday
16 September

will, therefore, be at the Priory Church of 
St Bartholomew-the-Great in West Smithfield, 
to be followed by a lunch nearby.

Another change this year is that the Carol
Service and Supper in December will now be
under the auspices of the Company, rather than
the Livery Club, but we are all looking forward to
this as the final social event of 2016. 
Finally, I am delighted to confirm that Liveryman
Paul Gobey has accepted the Court’s request to
follow me as President.

President, Livery Club KEITH MARIES

The new website dedicated to the
visual presentation of Musicians’
Company treasures and archive
information continues to grow as
further historical aspects and artefacts
are uncovered and researched. Since
the last issue of Preserve Harmony,
archive website creator Liveryman
David Herbert has pulled together
some fascinating background on five
professional musicians who were
awarded the Victoria Cross during the
First World War and consequently
received a Gold Watch from the
Company. David takes up the story,
which has particular poignancy with 1
July this year marking the centenary of
the start of the Battle of the Somme.

Drummer Corporal Spencer John Bent
arrived in France on 22nd August 1914

as a member of the 1st Battalion East
Lancashire Regiment, part of the British
Expeditionary Force. Bent was at Ypres in
October and over the next week and a half
was injured a number of times, sustaining a
gunshot wound to his leg, shrapnel injuries to
both arms and hands and a head wound. On
the night of 1-2 November 1914, his Platoon
Sergeant and Section Commander had been
struck down and he took command,
successfully holding the position. Drummer
Bent had on two occasions that week
brought up ammunition under heavy fire and

HMS Warrior

The Chapel, King’s College, Cambridge

From the Company
Archives

Gold Watches
‘For

Valour’

Daniel Laidlaw,
‘The Piper of Loos’
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